You’re earning while you’re learning!

How much is your qualification worth?  Work out how much the qualification you are working towards will earn you over a lifetime.

The following tables use official Government figures* to show the average weekly earnings of people with qualifications at different ‘levels’.

Level 1 
e.g. Foundation 

Level 2 
e.g. GNVQ Intermediate, GCSEs etc

Level 3 
e.g. A level AVCE; National Diploma etc

Level 4 
Degree or equivalent

Level 5
Post graduate or professional qualifications

	Earning and unemployment rates for people with different qualification levels.

	
	None
	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3
	Level 4 or above
	Level 5
	Average

	Average weekly wage in pounds
	190
	208

(estimate)
	225
	280
	410
	(Not known)
	(Not known)

	Unemployment rate in percent (%)
	12.2
	8.8
	9.2
	6
	4.3
	3.6
	7.5


TASK 1


Using the figures in the table, how much would you earn a week if:



a. you did get your qualification(s) at the end of your course?



b. you did not get the qualification(s)

TASK 2

If you got your qualifications, how much EXTRA you would earn 

a. In a week

b. in a year of 52 weeks  (Assume you get paid when you are on holiday)

c. in a lifetime of 40 years working 

TASK 3


Work out how much you are adding to your lifetime’s earnings every day, and every week you attend college.

*from a DfEE leaflet created in the late 1990s called “Learning Pays: The value of learning and training to individuals”.   Figures were researched by the National Advisory Council for Education and Training Targets.

Teachers’ Notes

Please don’t show students the following worked examples, or the answers, let them work them out for themselves, this will have much more impact.  Here is a worked example for your eyes only to give you the idea of the figures involved.

Take as an example a student who already has a level 1 qualification, and is about to do a level 2 qualification.  This student gains the least, and all other calculations will give a larger gain.

TASK 1:

a. £225 per week

b. £208 per week

TASK 2:

a. 225 – 208 = £17

b. 52 X 17 = £884

c. 40 X 884  = £35,360 

So the gain in my  lifetime earnings for doing a level 2 qualification is £35,360 

TASK 3:


I am in college 36 weeks on my level 2 qualification so the amount I am adding to my lifetime’s earnings per week will be:



35360/36 = £982 per college week

It will be more of I go on and get a level 3 qualification of course.

The amount I am adding to my lifetime’s earnings per college day is:




982/5 = £196

That makes it about £40 per lesson.  

Other calculations

The increase in lifetime earnings per college week for some other students are given below:

Level 1 qualification aim but no qualifications at present:  £1040 per college week

Level 3 student who already has level 2: £1589 per college week if both years are counted as 36 weeks.  

All figures are averages, and based on figures developed in the late 1990s.  You could argue that as our society gets more technologically advanced, and as the market requires a more adaptable and more easily trained workforce, the gains in earnings for qualifications will increase markedly in the future.  This should help motivate students who don’t value education, perhaps because noone from their family feels they have gained from education.  Not everyone values education, and encouraging students to work in their own long term interests is an equal opportunities issue..

So use these figures to motivate students to attend college, or alternatively to send them a bill.
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Does this mean that every day I’m absent I lose £196?











